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IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA--
HO CHI MINH AUTHOR 
TO LECTURE AT UM OCT. 11 
larrivee/jp 
10-5-73 
local + cs + 
Charles Fenn, a U.S. intelligence agent during l'Vorld War II and author of the book 
"Life of Ho Chi Minh," will present a free public lecture at 8 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 11) in 
room 11 of the University of Montana Liberal Arts Building. 
The lecture, sponsored by the UM College of Arts and Sciences and the office of UM 
Richard G. Landini, 
Vice President is entitled "Ho Chi Minh--An Ally Lost." 
Fenn, born in England and now a U.S. citizen, went to China as a photographer and 
news correspondent in 1940. He later joined the Associated Press and covered the Burma 
campaign and the activities of Chennault's Flying Tigers. He returned to the U.S. in 
1943, joined the Marines and was sent to China. Working as an intelligence agent in 
China and then Vietnam, he became personal friends with Ho Chi Minh and cooperated with 
Ho in rescuing downed American pilots. 
According to Fenn, Ho provided valuable military information about the Japanese to 
the U.S. during the war. 
For his military efforts during and following the war, Fenn was awarded the Bronze 
Star, the Soldier's Medal and the Order of the Cloud and Banner from Chiang Kai Shek. 
He has written 12 plays, including the "Fire-Eaters," produced by Joan Littlewood 
at Stratford East and given the British Arts Council award. The play describes the 
French in Vietnam. 
Fenn's "Life of Ho Chi Minh" was published in Britain this spring and the American 
edition \vill be published this November by Scribner and Sons. 
Fenn is making his first visit to the U.S. in 24 years. 
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